Electronic signature of computerized patient records.
The article describes the computerized system developed and used at the Ohio State University Medical Center in Columbus, Ohio to affix a physician's signature electronically. The system electronically sends dictated reports (e.g., discharge summaries, history and physical examinations, and operative reports) and attestation statements to the physician for review. The physician selects the report individually and may approve or enter comments. Comments are forwarded electronically to medical information management. The article describes the fiscal intermediary's requirements and approval process and the impact on delinquent records and accounts awaiting attestation signature before billing.